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The Dunedin Celtic Arts Festival is run every odd-numbered year and
is rapidly becoming a must-attend event on the Dunedin calendar.

Dunedin is the Celtic capital of New Zealand and across six days in
October we celebrate the music, arts and cultural events connecting
us with our celtic heritage. 

Many of our European forbears came from Scotland and Ireland and
they continued their traditions in their new land, slowly weaving them
together with the tangata whenua of this country. 

These connections are highlighted in this festival with performances
from top US, Irish, Welsh and New Zealand musicians as well as
dance displays and tuition, poetry, tours, films and textile displays.

Richard Dingwall
President, New Edinburgh Folk Club
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DATE:  TUESDAY OCTOBER 27, 7PM
VENUE:OTAGO SETTLERS MUSEUM
PRICE:FREE

Help us launch the 2009 Dunedin Celtic Arts Festival. 

You will be welcomed by the Taieri Pipe Band and will be 
entertained by local musicians and dancers. 

Guest speaker will be Sean Brosnan, the curator of the Otago
Settlers Museum.

Tickets for all major events will be available.
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Tickets to events are available from Twang Town music store in Moray
Place (near Rialto).

A season ticket, $85, gives access to all the music and dance events.  

New Edinburgh Folk Club
PO Box 6093 
Dunedin North
Email: info@nefc.org.nz

The Dunedin Celtic Arts Festival is organised by the 
New Edinburgh Folk Club. 

For more information visit www.nefc.org.nz
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DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 8PM
VENUE:GLENROY AUDITORIUM
PRICE:$40
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Hailing originally from
Wheeling, West Virginia, Tim
O’Brien is one of the most
respected bluegrass musicians
and songwriters performing
around the world today. 

He has recorded and played
with top names in Americana
music, including Steve Earle,
Alison Krauss, Jerry Douglas,
Bela Fleck and Gillian Welch,
along with international Irish
acts such as the Cheiftans,
Paul Brady, Lunasa, Solas and
Gráda. 

O’Brien is also a virtuoso player
on the mandolin, guitar, fiddle,
banjo and bouzouki. 

His songs have been recorded
by the Dixie Chicks and Garth
Brooks as well as scores of
bands around America. 

He won a Grammy Award for
Best Traditional Folk Album in
2005 for his album “Fiddler’s Green”. 

O’Brien will be joined on this tour by Trevor Hutchinson on double bass
and Gerry Paul on guitar .

Trevor Hutchinson, from Dublin, is the double bass player for Irish band
Lunasa. He was also part of the Waterboys from 1986 to 1991. After
that, he made three albums as a member of the Sharon Shannon Band.

Gerry Paulwas born in Ireland but grew up in New Zealand in the Hutt
Valley. He has now returned to Ireland and plays in Irish band Grada.

Two Oceans Trio

Davy Stuart and Helen Webby will be the 
support act for this concert — See page 5.

Trevor Hutchinson (Lunasa)
Gerry Paul (Grada)
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Ken Nicol is an 
exceptional musician.  A
former member of the
Albion Band and Al
Stewart’s band, he now
plays solo gigs as well as
touring with Steeleye
Span.

As a talented guitarist
and singer/songwriter,
he is capable of evoking
a wide range of emotions
in his audience.

He is a veteren of Al
Stewart's band (as lead
guitarist) and more
recently the highly
acclaimed British folk-
rock unit The Albion
Band, after a long and
esteemed solo career in
the US.

Ken joined The Albion
Band as lead guitarist
and singer in 1997, writing much of the material himself and co-writ-
ing with Ashley Hutchings. They produced four albums in this time;
Happy Accident, Before Us Stands Yesterday, The Christmas Album
and Road Movies.

Touring both nationally and internationally, The Albion Band’s classic
line up of Ken, Ashley Hutchings, Joe Broughton, Neil Marshall and
Kellie While has won many rave reviews. Ken left the Albion Band in
September 2001, and continues to write, record and perform, now as
a solo artist.

In 2002, Nicol joined Steeleye Span on tour as their lead guitarist and
has been with them since, including a tour to New Zealand in 2004.

DATE:WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 7.30PM
VENUE:OTAGO SETTLERS MUSEUM
PRICE:$20

Nicol
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Skybus will be the 
support act for this concert — See page 7



M
U

S
IC

Davy Stuart
& Helen Webby

ALSO:
Playing as support for Tim O’Brien’s Two Oceans Trio,
Saturday October 31.

Take the principal harp
from the Christchurch
Symphony, add the
multi-instrumental 
talents of one of New
Zealand’s top Celtic
musicians and you
have a glorious 
instrumental 
combination, drawing
the main part of their
repertoire from the 
traditional music of
Ireland and Scotland.

They have been playing
as a duo for more than
six years in concerts,
events and festivals all
over NZ and are equally
at home in a lounge or
a concert hall.

Featured guests at the 2004 Australian National Folk Festival, they
completed a very successful tour in early 2008 for Chamber Music NZ,
including in their programme four pieces of new music from contem-
porary NZ composers which have been specially commissioned for
them.

In performance they feature a gut-strung 34 string Neo-Irish lever harp
made by Helen’s brother Kim Webby and a steel-strung 6 string guitar
and 10 string cittern made by Davy. When touring, Helen sometimes
uses a 34 string carbon fibre harp made by Davy.

They released a very successful recording “The Peacock’s Dance —
Celtic music for harp and guitar” at the end of 2001 and are currently
recording a much anticipated second CD.

Several new compositions will be premiered at this performance.
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DATE:SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1,  2PM-3.30PM
VENUE:GLENROY AUDITORIUM
PRICE:$20
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Forbidden Joe
DATE: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 7.30PM
VENUE:OTAGO SETTLERS MUSEUM
PRICE:$20
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Forbidden Joe — Frances Dickinson, Emily Giles and Alex Borwick have
created a storm on the NZ alt-folk scene. 

By bringing together their diverse musical backgrounds and influences of
jazz, soul, celtic and folk, and their unique instrumentation of concertina,
banjo, cello and trombone, this eclectic line up of musicians has created
an unprecedented contemporary folk sound which is attracting rave
reviews from around the country.

Lead vocalist Frances brings to the band her European roots and strong
influences of British and Irish folk culture. A prominent face on the NZ folk
scene, and celebrated songwriter, Frances was presented with the Frank
Winter Memorial Award in 2007 for Most Promising Young Folk Artist.
Frances has garnered acclaim for her sultry, expressive and soulful vocal
style in Forbidden Joe, alongside her master concertina playing.

Having performed and recorded with many iconic musicians, Emily brings
to Forbidden Joe her experimental approach to cello, uniting the beautiful
with funky, driving and creative sounds that defy the cello’s classical roots.
She is currently a member of Newgrass band ReIntarNayshun, and alt-pro-
gressive rock band Mothra.

Renowned for his multi-instrumentalist abilities, Alex is a skilled jazz trom-
bonist, Irish tenor banjo player, percussionist, vocalist and more. With
extensive performance experience with top jazz musicians such as the
Roger Fox Big Band, and folk bands such as Grada, Alex is in hot demand
for guest appearances around New Zealand. His banjo style fuses jazz,
rock, swing, pop and reggae sounds that have rejuvenated the role of
banjo in folk music and adds the driving force to the band.

Catgut and Steel will be the 
support act for this concert — See page 7
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SUPPORT ACT FOR KEN NICOL (SEE PAGE 4)
DATE: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 7.30PM
VENUE:OTAGO SETTLERS MUSEUM

Skybus

Catgut & Steel
SUPPORT ACT FOR FORBIDDEN JOE  (SEE PAGE 6)
DATE: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 7.30PM
VENUE:OTAGO SETTLERS MUSEUM

Catgut and Steel (named for the
strings on their instruments) have a
sound bigger and fuller than two
musicians would normally command
— yet Mike Moroney and Anna
Bowen  play their own instruments
and use no backing electronica of
any kind. 
Their repertoire is amazingly eclectic
from Celtic tunes to contemporary
covers, klezmer to country, but
always with the strong vocal har-
monies and swinging rhythm styles
for which they are renowned.

Skybus is a group of young Dunedin musicians making a name for
themselves playing old-time American and bluegrass music. The
members are: Rosa Cameron (double bass), Flora Knight (fiddle,
guitar, vocals), Marina Roxburgh (percussion, mandolin), Tahu
Mackenzie (vocals) and Tom Powell (guitar, banjo).
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Traditional session

Come along and listen, or join in with, traditional Celtic music played
informally on Uilleann pipes, whistles, fiddles, flutes and bouzoukis.

DATE:TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 8.15PM
VENUE: ALBAR, LOWER STUART ST

Half Legendary Men

Half Legendary Men, or HLM as they are familiarly known, joined
together in 2001. The first lineup consisted of Chris Penman
(vocals), Jono Lonie (fiddle), Greg Waite (uilleann pipes, whistles,
concertina) and Sean Manning (vocals, guitar, cittern). 

Following the migration north of Chris and Jono, Greg and Sean
were joined by singer-songwriter Lindsey Shields and fiddler and
pianist Sandra Crawshaw. The band performed regularly at “The
Albert” when it was the focus of Celtic music in Dunedin, and at
Dicey O’Riley’s when the scene moved there. They also play for
Ceilidhs, and have been guests at folk festivals around Otago.
Since 2007 they have been regular Tuesday-night performers at
the Albar, leading a traditional session. 

All members share a penchant for travel, and over the past year it
has been rare to see more than three of the band together at any
one time. They will be back to full complement for the Dunedin
Celtic Arts Festival, and will be joined by a range of Celtic 
musicians for the final night’s performance at the regular Sunday
night venue of the New Edinburgh Folk Club. 

& friends
DATE:SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 7.30PM
VENUE:NEW EDINBURGH FOLK CLUB

BX BAR & BISTRO, DOWLING ST
PRICE: $10
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DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31
VENUE:OTAGO MUSEUM, 12-1.30PM
PRICE:FREE

If you want to see an Irish whistle played to its
full potential, then Adam Guyton is the man to
listen to.

As part of Otago Museum’s Lunchtime
Concert series, Adam will play 
traditional music but with unique phrasing
and ornamentation.

Adam, pictured playing the flute, is 
passionate about the whistle and believes it is
not as highly regarded as other instruments,
saying it demands more respect. 

DATE: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30
VENUE:OTAGO MUSEUM, 12-1.30PM
PRICE:FREE

Pat Smith 
& Ned Clamp

As part of Otago Museum’s Lunchtime Concert series, touring Welsh 
musicians Pat Smith and Ned Clamp will perform a collection of tunes
and songs from Wales.

Pat sings and plays the anglo concertina and spoons. She calls and
plays with the Calennig Big Band for twmpathau (Welsh ceilidhs). 

Ned sings, plays guitar and harmonica. A stalwart of the south Wales
folk scene for more than25 years, Ned has played in various bands
over the years including Juice of Barley, the influential ragtime duo
Hamstrung Bones, and lately, in country roots duo Resonator.

Together, Pat and Ned perform fascinating songs and tunes, old and
new, from wherever they can steal them, blending gentle harmonies
with top-drawer musicianship.

Adam Guyton 
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A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
engage in an informative and enter-
taining forum with one of the world’s
truly great songwriters. 

Grammy award-winning musician Tim
O’Brien will host an interactive work-
shop on the skill and discipline of
songwriting from different perspec-
tives, demonstrating his own songs
and their development process.
Where do songs come form? How do
you capture them? Tim will answer
these questions and any others you
may have about how to become a
better songwriter. 

Workshop attendance is strictly limit-
ed so don’t be slow.

DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 3PM
VENUE: PIONEER WOMEN’S HALL, MORAY PLACE
PRICE: $10

Music workshops
Songwriting forum

DATE: SATURDAY OCTOBER 31, 1PM
VENUE: PIONEER WOMEN’S HALL, MORAY PLACE
PRICE:  $2

A world of bagpipes

Regardless of which country lays claim
to their development, the basic bag-
pipe comprises the same elements: a
bag with a chanter (on which the
melody is played) sometimes with one
or more drones (pipes which play a
continuous note). Some are mouth-
blown while others use bellows.

In this workshop six different Dunedin
pipers will play pipes from around the
world and show how each of the music
differs.

Aelred Edmunds: Scottish smallpipes
& Gibson Fireside pipes. 
Kim Garrett:: Shuttle pipes & Scottish
smallpipes. 
Martin Pakac: Slovakian bagpipes.
Warwick Johnstone: Highland bagpipes.
Greg Waite: Irish Uilleann pipes.
Yuri Terenyi: Bagpipes made to his own
design. 

Aelred Edmunds.
Picture: Trish Saunders
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11Poetry & music
The Lustre Jug: Irish poems & music
by Bernadette Hall and Greg Waite

DATE:SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 4PM
VENUE:GLENROY AUDITORIUM
PRICE:$5

Eleven years after their first performances together, Bernadette Hall and
Greg Waite join forces again to present a programme of poetry 
interwoven with the sounds and textures of the uilleann pipes.

Both performers draw on reconnections with Ireland in 2007. 
Bernadette spent a contemplative six months on the Rathcoola
Fellowship in a quiet corner of County Cork, out of which came the 
volume of poems titled “The Lustre Jug”. 
Greg spent eight days of intensive touring and performance in the
Counties of Leitrim, Roscommon and Sligo. 

Since 1991, Bernadette has received many awards for her poetry,
including the Robert Burns Fellowship (1996).
In 2004 she shared an Antarctic Arts Award with her friend, Dunedin
artist Kathryn Madill. 
“The Lustre Jug”, her 9th collection of poetry, is made more potent by
the fact that her father was born in Ireland. She is very proud of her Irish
passport.

Greg plays the uilleann (Irish) pipes, whistles and concertina with
Dunedin-based Irish band Half Legendary Men (HLM).
He has also played with groups such as Cordwangle, the Pog Band and
even earlier with Blarney Rose. 
These days he focuses more fully on the art of piping as a soloist, but
also joins HLM in the weekly session at Dunedin’s Albar.

In 2007 he toured in Ireland, and also performed in Dunedin for the
President of Ireland, Mary McAleese. 
He has recorded with a variety artists ranging from traditional folk
singers to exponents of the Dunedin Sound, and for film and television.



Ceilidh(dance)
Pat Smith & Ned Clamp 
and Slattery’s Ashes
DATE:FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 7.30PM
VENUE:GLENROY AUDITORIUM
PRICE: $20
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Dancing, singing and music are
key ingredients of a Celtic 
celebration.

A ceilidh (dance) gives you the
chance to kick up your heels and
participate in social group
dances backed by live traditional
music.

No experience is necessary. Each dance will be taught and “called” by
either experienced Welsh musicians Pat Smith and Ned Clamp 
(pictured, see also page 9), or well-known lively Dunedin Ceilidh band
Slattery’s Ashes, formerly known as Shiner.

In Welsh, the word for ceilidh is “twmpath” which means “a hump”. At
one time it signified the mound on the village green where the 
musicians sat and played for the community to dance, and today it
has come to mean the event itself ... a raucous, hot night of traditional
steps and modern ideas washed down with a heady blend of alcohol
and pheromones.”
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Celtic Shenanigans

DATE:SATURDAY OCTOBER 31, 1-4PM
VENUE:GLENROY AUDITORIUM
PRICE: FREE 

Young and old alike are
invited to attend dance
demonstrations and partici-
pate in workshops run by
the Irish Beat Dance
School, the Ghillie Callum
Club,  the Royal Scottish
Country Dancing Society’s
Ceilidh Club and festival
guest artists Pat Smith and
Ned Clamp from Wales.

Scottish, Irish and Welsh group and solo dances will be taught
that are suitable for beginner to intermediate dancers.

For more information phone 472 8311.
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As part of Otago Museum’s “Passionate
about Performance” programme, Celtic
Shenanigans is a selection of jigs, reels,
ballads and stories from the Celtic 
tradition. 

Come and enjoy local and visiting artists from the Dunedin Celtic Arts
Festival in a fun-filled afternoon of music and dance and maybe a 
surprise or two.

DATE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1.30-2.30PM
VENUE:OTAGO MUSEUM
PRICE:FREE
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14 Exhibitions
Festival Exhibition
DATE:SATURDAY OCTOBER 31, SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1, 1-4PM
VENUE:MEZZANINE, GLENROY AUDITORIUM

A special art exhibition will be held in the mezzanine and balcony areas
of the Glenroy Auditorium on Saturday and Sunday afternoons of the
festival.

Some of the artists will be available at 3pm each day to talk about their
work. Contributors include:

PETER MADILL / STEVE BARKMAN
Two of New Zealand’s top luthiers will exhibit some of their work.
Peter Madill has more than 40 years’ experience, specialising in 
guitars. Steve Barkman has 20 years’ experience specialising in 
mandolins, bouzoukis, citterns and guitars.

BRONWYN MOHRING
Bronwyn Mohring’s sculptures reflect the relationship between the 
natural environment of Aotearoa and the environment created by
humanity and technology.

“Historically and throughout many cultures, music is pivotal in the 
relationship between humanity and our ancestors, between the spirit
world and the mundane. Many of my sculptures are instantly 
recognisable as musical instruments, yet they are broken and silent.
Some of these instruments represent extinct or endangered native birds,
others represent the less tangible, more elusive spirits of the forest.
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NICO MADILL 
Dunedin artist Nico Madill didn’t want to go
to art school, instead he opted to coach
himself through various forms of creative
expression... with the results being on show
(for the first time in Wellington) in his 
exhibition Some time spent in Heaven. 

Nico is a big advocate for leaving some 
elements in his work up to chance saying, “I
work primarily in collage using easy to find
materials like discarded cardboard, bits of
thrown out board, frames from secondhand
shops and colouring in pencils”.

VIVIAN KEENAN
Vivian began basket making in the early 1970s and after several years
moved into sculptural pieces.

Her floor lamps are woven from rattan, creating fantastic light patterns.

Recently she has incorporated copper into her work producing waka of
various sizes.

In recent years she has exhibited in New Zealand, Scotland and Spain.
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Bellamy’s Gallery

Bellamy's Gallery is located in Macandrew
Bay. The exhibition “Celtic Imprints” will have
an 
opening on Monday, October 26 at 5pm.

The exhibition will run until November 15th.

Celtic Imprints will feature:

“Etchings drawn from Celtic roots and music”
by Pauline Bellamy.

“Shadows of Celtic design occurring in modern
motifs” by Manu Berry.

(Pictured is an etching of a piper 
by Pauline Bellamy.)

EXHIBITION OPENING:OCTOBER 26, 5PM

Celtic knot drawing class

Anna Bowen will teach beginners how to
draw Celtic knots including  triangles,
squares, pentagons and borders. This was a
very popular event during the 2007 festival.
This is more suited for adults or teenagers.

DATE:SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1PM-2.30PM
VENUE: OTAGO SETTLERS MUSEUM
PRICE: $2

SIOBHANMORONEY
Siobhan Moroney is in her final year of fashion design at Otago
Polytechnic.
As part of the Festival Exhibition, she will exhibit a design inspired
by our forebears’ journey from Scotland. This outfit was recently on
the catwalk at the Zonta Club’s Extr@ordinary Fashion event held in
Wall Street Mall, Dunedin.

BERNADETTE BERRY 
Bernadette Berry will display some Celtic-inspired quilts including
those using traditional Celtic techniques.

Festival Exhibition cont.
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17Whisky tasting
DATE: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 7PM
VENUE:ALBAR, LOWER STUART ST
PRICE:$30

Come to the Albar on Wednesday  for an
evening of  Scotch whisky tasting.

Covering  the main whisky 
producing areas —lowland, highland, speyside,
Island and Islay —John Eckhoff from Meenan’s
Wines & Spirits will be on hand to discuss
regional characteristics of seven malts.

The evening offers an ideal opportunity to develop your skills in distin-
guishing the finish, taste, nose and balance of some fine Scotch
whiskies.

Tickets available at the Albar. Booking essential. 
Phone 479 2468.

NB This event sells out quickly.
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A Celtic style celebration will take place in St
Paul’s Cathedral crypt to mark a part of the
Celtic New Year, which takes place at the end
of October.

Everyone is welcome regardless of religious
background or age.

Our ancestors celebrated two aspects of life
at the Celtic New Year — the 
midwinter solstice, and the remembering of
ancestors/special people/people who have died.  

Being in the Southern Hemisphere, we  have already celebrated mid-
winter with Matariki. In October we will celebrate the ancestors/spe-
cial people in our lives/saints/people who have died recently.
The celebration will include the telling of stories, singing, a circle
dance, lighting of candles, the blessing and sharing of bread and
wine.
It will express aspects of "Celticity" within a Christian context, but it
will not be “churchy”.

The celebration will be lead by Helen Mann. For more information
please phone (03) 4772336.

Rev Mann is Celtic by birth and ancestry (Welsh), but also a New
Zealand citizen. She is an Anglican priest and has a MA in Celtic
Christianity.

In all that she does, the Rev. Mann endeavours to forge links between
spiritualities which could be called Celtic, and those of the peoples of
Aotearoa/New Zealand.

DATE:FRIDAY OCTOBER 23
VENUE:ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL CRYPT ,12.10PM-1PM
PRICE:FREE

‘Celticity’
Celebrating 

Please note, this event occurs a week earlier than the main Celtic
Arts Festival events.



19

Friday, October 23 
12.10pm Celebrating
‘Celticity’....................................... p18

Monday, October 26
5pm‘Celtic Imprints’ opening
..........................................................p16

Tuesday, October 27
7pm Official launch................... p2

8.15pmTraditional session
............................................................p8

Wednesday, October 28
7pm Whisky tasting .................. p17

7:30pm Concert — Ken Nicol
(support act Skybus) ............................p4

Thursday, October 29
7.30pm Concert — Forbidden
Joe (support act Catgut & Steel).........p6

Friday, October 30
Noon Concert — Pat Smith &
Ned Clamp .....................................p9

8pm Ceilidh (dance) ................p12

Saturday, October 31
Noon Concert — Adam Guyton
............................................................p9

1-4pm Festival Exhibition.......p14

1-4pm Dance Workshop.........p13

1pm Workshop — Bagpipes ...p10

1pm Workshop — Knot drawing
..........................................................p16

3pm Workshop — Songwriters
.........................................................p10

8pm Concert — Tim O’Brien’s
Two Oceans Trio (support act Davy
Stuart & Helen Webby).................p3

Sunday, November 1 
1-4pm Festival Exhibition.......p14

1.30pm Celtic Shenanigans
..........................................................p13

2pm Concert — Davy Stuart &
Helen Webby..................................p5

4pm Poetry — The Lustre Jug
..........................................................p11

7.30pm Concert — Half
Legendary Men and friends
.........................................................p8

D
A

ILY
P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

Index




